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It was used during talks
that opened up Japan.

By YUICHI SHINTANI
Thie Asahi Shimbun

A century and a half ago,
a tea set flayed a small role
in the delicate negotiations
that ultimately opened Japan
to the world,

Yet, for generations the
set had been forgotten until
recently, when it was dis-
covers m d muscum in the
U5, state of Massachusetts,

The set had been used to
entertain Townsend Harris
(1804-1878), the first 1.5,
consul general to Japan.

Harris arrived in Shimo-
da, Shizuoka Prefectare, in
1856 to negotiate a treaty
with the Edo shogunate.

The host and original
owner of the teapot and
cups for Japanese green tea
wias Shimoda magistrate In-
oue Kiyvonao (IB09-18468),
Harris's counterpart in the
n:esu:-tia.uuns
ling dragged on for

as Harns repeated-
Lsuughr an audience with
the shug‘un

tiations were finally
ved in the Treaty of
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Almost forgotten, tea set was a witness to history

Amity and
Commerce,
signed in
Tuly 1838,

which
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Portrait of
Townsend Harris
Ope
Japan to for- (1B04-1878)
eign trade —

culture and ended more
than two centuries of self-im-
posed sechasion.

According to Harris' diary
of his six-year stay in Japan,
he was invited to a tradi-
tional Japaness meal at the
private home of the Shimo-
da magistrate on Feb. 24,
1857. The meal was followed
by tea ceremony.

Harris was told that the
Invitation was a sure sign of
warm hospitality. He went
on to comment that the tea
set was the most exquisite
set he had ever seen,

Henry Conrad Joannes
Heusken, who served as
Harris" interpreter, wrote in
his diary that the host pre-
sented Harris with all the
tea things and the box that it
came in a5 a gift,

After that, the tea set dis-
appeared from all records.

- "

{7 F1)

It was Tkka Tsukuda, 57, a
tea ceremony master from

1 n-k:.-o who be a&n looking

for the tea set after learning
that it may have l’nund its
way to the Peabody Essex
Museum in Salem, Massa-
chusetts,

Tsukuda traced the set to
the museum several years
ago, It turned out that Har-
ris had given the set to a
close friend, a U.5. Navy
commodore. After his death,
the commodore's family do-
nated it to the museum,
which has a distinguished
history and Asian art col-
lection.

The set is nestled inside a
box made of paulownia
wood, measuring 25 cen-
timeters by 15 cm, and is 30
cm high.

There is an inzcription in
English on the box that says
it was a gift to Commodore
James Armstrong,

Another inscription is
signed. It reads: Townsend
Harris at Shimoda, Japamn.

The tea set consists of a
tea pot and tea cups with a
sometsuke cobalt blue under-
glaze, and other fixings.

Maosuke Takamura, di-
rector of the Yokohama
Archives of History muse-
um in Yokohama, com-
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The *sometsuke” cobalt biue L sat wsed Lo entertain Townsend
Harris during negotiations that opaned Japan tathe world

miented: "Harris handed over
the (set) to someone he
could trust, knowing it
would be treated with the
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utmost care.

“] am sure Harris fully un-
derstood how Inowe and the
others felt about the set.”
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